SiMs JuNIOR HIGH
200 Sims Drive
Union, SC 29379

GRADES 7-8 Middle School

ENROLLMENT 590 Students

PRINCIPAL Cynthia James 864-429-1755
SuperINTENDENT Dr. Thomas White 864-429-1740
BOARD CHAIR Mrs. Jane Hammett 864-427-7081

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

ANNUAL ScHOOL
REPORT CARD
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BELOW AVERAGE|
Absolute Ratings of Middle Schools with Students like Ours

Excellent Good Average Below Average Unsatisfactory
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ADERUATE YEARLY PROGRESS: NO|

; This school met 9 out of 21 objectives. The objectives included performance and
% participation of students in various groups and student attendance rate.
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SOUTH CAROLINA PERFORMANCE GDAL

By 2010, South Carolina’s student achievement will be ranked in the top half of
the states nationally. To achieve this goal, we must become one of the fastest
improving systems in the country.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WEBSITES AT:
WWW.MYSCSCHOOLS.COM
WWW.SCEOC.0ORG
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Sims Junior High 4401004

PERFORMANCE TRENDS OVER 4-YEAR PERIOD

Absolute Rating Improvement Rating Adequate Yearly Progress
2001 Below Average Average N/A
2002 Below Average Average N/A
2003 Below Average Unsatisfactory No

PALMETTO ACHIEVEMENT CHALLENGE TESTS (PACT) RESULTS

Our School Middle Schools with Students like Ours
QN N\ (\L)/E
’F
Mathematics English/Language Arts Mathematics English/Language Arts

Definition of Critical Terms
Very high score; very well prepared to work at next grade level;

] Advanced exceeded expectations

Proficient Well prepared to work at next grade level; met expectations

Did not meet standards; must have an academic assistance plan;

Below Basic the local board policy determines progress to the next grade level

I:I Basic Met standards; minimally prepared, can go to next grade level

NOTE: Science and social studies are to be included in the 2005 school report card.

EVALUATIONS BY TEACHERS, STUDENTS, AND PARENTS

Teachers  Students  Parents

Number of surveys returned 46 229 47

Percent satisfied with learning environment 67.4% 52.9% 62.2%
Percent satisfied with social and physical environment  58.7% 54.0% 57.8%
Percent satisfied with home-school relations 33.3% 71.1% 50.0%
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PACT PERFORMANCE BY GROUP

English/Language Arts

Al students | 580 | 948 | 396 [ 465 [ 135 | 04 ] 138 | 176 |
93.3 47.2 444 ; ] 17.6
Female 207 96.3 328 48.1 18.3 0.7 19.0 17.6
Racial/Ethnic Group
White 327 94.5 30.2 474 216 0.7 223 176
African-American 246 95.1 52.9 43.9 3.2 N/A 3.2 17.6
Asian/Pacific Islander 1| 100.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17.6
Hispanic 51 100.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17.6
American Indian/Alaskan N/A 0.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17.6
Disability Status
Not disabled 471 96.2 36.5 472 15.9 0.5 16.3 17.6
Disabled 109 89.0 57.0 43.0 N/A N/A N/A 17.6
Migrant N/A 00| NA| NA| NA| NA | NA | 176
Non-migrant 580 | 948 | 398 | 463 | 135 04 | 139 | 176
English Proficiency
Limited English proficient N/A 0.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17.6
Non-limited English proficient 580 94.8 39.8 46.3 13.5 0.4 13.9 17.6
Socio-Economic Status
Subsidized meals 351 93.2 50.8 43.6 55 N/A 55 17.6
Full-pay meals 228 97.4 23.7 50.2 25.1 0.9 26.1 17.6

All students

Male 282 | 96.8 | 427 | 423 | 104 46 | 150 | 155

Female 207 | 99.0 | 416 | 434 | 102 47 | 150 | 155 &
L4
White 327 | 972 | 283 | 487 | 150 80 | 230 | 155 H
African-American 246 98.8 61.0 35.1 35 0.4 39 15.5
Asian/Pacific Islander 1] 1000 NA| NA| NA | NA | NA | 155

Hispanic 5| 100.0 N/A NA | NA | NA N/A | 155

American Indian/Alaskan N/A 00| NA| NA| NA| NA | NA | 155

Not disabled 471 | 985 | 364 | 460 | 1241 56 | 176 | 155

Disabled 109 | 954 | 727 | 2641 1.1 N/A 11 | 155
MigrantStatus |
Migrant N/A 00| NA| NA| NA| NA | NA | 155 | |
Non-migrant 580 97.9 421 42.9 10.3 4.7 15.0 15.5 I
Limited English proficient N/A 00| NA| NA| NA| NA | NA | 155
Non-limited English proficient 580 97.9 421 42.9 10.3 47 15.0 15.5
Subsidized meals 351 974 54.7 39.1 588 0.9 6.3 15.5 s
Full-pay meals 228 | 987 | 234 | 486 | 178 | 103 | 280 | 155 i

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A NotApplicable ~ N/IC Not Collected N/R Not Reported IIS Insufficient Sample
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Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 7 306 N/A 32.0 | 491 17.5 14 18.9
Grade 8 301 N/A an7 38.8 16.9 25 19.4

Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 7 281 95.7 38.0 | 463 14.9 0.8 15.7
Grade 8 299 94.0 411 46.8 12.1 N/A 12.1

Mathematics
Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 7 306 N/A 48.0 31.8 111 9.1 20.3
Grade 8 301 N/A 50.0 38.2 8.9 29 11.8

Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 7 281 98.2 41.8 39.2 11.8 7.2 19.0
Grade 8 299 97.7 429 | 462 8.8 22 11.0




Sims Junior High

ScHOOL PROFILE

Middle Schools Median
OurSchool ~ ChAngefrom — yith Students  Middle
Like Ours School
Students (n=590)
Students enrolled in high school credit ~ 18.0%  Up from 13.1% 11.1% 14.4%
courses (grades 7 & 8)
Retention rate N/A  N/A 2.7% 2.3%
Attendance rate 93.5%  Down from 94.2% 94.9% 95.2%
Eligible for gifted and talented 12.4%  Down from 13.2% 12.5% 13.6%
On academic plans N/A N/A N/A N/A
On academic probation N/A  N/A N/A N/A
With disabilities other than speech 17.3%  Down from 18.2% 14.7% 14.1%
Older than usual for grade 4.2%  Down from 5.2% 4.2% 4.9%
Suspended or expelled 0.0% Down from 1.4% 1.1% 1.3%
Annual dropout rate 0.0% No change 0.0% 0.0%
‘eachers (n=40)
Teachers with advanced degrees 60.0%  Up from 58.5% 45.2% 47.1%
Continuing contract teachers 100.0%  Up from 97.6% 81.6% 82.5%
Highly qualified teachers N/A N/A N/A N/A
Teachers returning from previous year  92.7%  Down from 93.5% 84.0% 84.3%
Teacher attendance rate 92.5%  Down from 94.5% 94.8% 95.0%
Average teacher salary $39,356  Down 3.1% $38,921 $39,924
Prof. development days/teacher 10.3days Downfrom 14.3days  11.0 days 10.7 days
School
Principal’s years at school 0.0 Down from 5.0 3.0 3.0
Student-teacher ratio 204to1  Upfrom 19.6 to 1 20.9t0 1 21.0to1
Prime instructional time 85.2%  Down from 87.5% 88.6% 88.9%
Dollars spent per pupil* $4,990 Up 3.8% $5,752 $5,854
Percent spent on teacher salaries* 69.2%  Down from 69.5% 62.0% 62.0%
Opportunities in the arts Excellent  Up from Good Good Good
Parents attending conferences 99.0%  Up from 96.1% 96.0% 94.8%
SACS accreditation no N/A yes yes
* Prior year audited financial data are reported.
Our District State
Highly qualified teachers in low poverty schools N/A N/A
Highly qualified teachers in high poverty schools N/A N/A

4401004

Abbreviations for Missing Data

N/A NotApplicable ~ N/C Not Collected

N/R Not Reported IIS Insufficient Sample
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Sims Junior High 4401004

REPORT OF PRINCIPAL AND SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL

Sims Jr. High focused on parent involvement during the 2002-2003 school year. The
School Improvement Council initiated activities to promote parent involvement. They
organized a "Mom Swap" for lunch where students could invite their parents to have
lunch with their friends. This allowed students to communicate with their parents and
other parents to compare house rules, privileges, and procedures. The PTO shared
in the project by covering the price of lunch and helping with advertising. The
council also began to set up an industry partnership with local industry to allow
workers to mentor students during their lunch hour. More organizational work needs
to be done and this will be an area of continued focus in the fall. The policy of
mailing home notices of events and/or newsletters was reviewed and
overwhelmingly approved for next year. Another project to foster communication and
parent involvement was the replacement of our school sign in front of the school.
The SIC council along with teacher-led PTO fundraisers purchased the sign from a
local contractor. The attractive new sign has been a success receiving a lot of
parent attention. An open door policy has been a focus this year as well. Every
opportunity to invite parents in to visit classrooms has been taken. The invitation to
visit has been a standard part of discipline and academic conferences.

While our report card scores remain constant, our students have continued to
improve as a group. Each year more students are meeting standards from the group
than the year before. However, state standards continue to rise and improvement is
required just to maintain our present status. We are working to meet state
expectations for grade level performance, attempting to challenge students without
totally frustrating them. Students attending our after-school homework center have
experienced direct instruction in Language Arts and Math along with tutorial
assistance. This is an attempt to fill in skill gaps from previous levels to help
students succeed in their grade level class work. Transportation has been provided
to help make the program more accessible for students and attractive to parents.
We have had positive feedback from parents of students who have attended the
program. A "breakfast for all" program has been piloted this year with all students
receiving breakfast in their homerooms each morning. This helps to ensure that all
students are nutritionally ready to learn. Over 400 students have participated in the
volunteer program. Teachers believe that students are more alert in the classes and
therefore more able to learn.

All teachers attended in-service in Standards in Practice, reading strategies, writing
strategies, and had their lessons analyzed by Data Works to give them feedback on
how the lessons address state standards. We have made accelerated reader
accessible within the classroom and have added incentives for students who have
participated in the program. Readers have received prizes for points earned and
been

m Excellent - School performance substantially exceeds the standards for progress toward the
2010 SC Performance Goal

Good - School performance exceeds the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance Goal
Average - School performance meets the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance Goal
Below Average - School is in jeopardy of not meeting the standards for progress toward the
2010 SC Performance Goal

Unsatisfactory - School performance fails to meet the standards for progress toward the
2010 SC Performance Goal

As required by the United States Department of Education, adequate yearly progress specified that
the statewide target is met for all students and for each subgroup of students: racial/ethnic, economic,
disability, limited English proficiency and migrant status.



